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- The Bank of Ireland Retirement Optimism Index was unchanged at 109 in August 2019 

compared with June 

Retirement Optimism Index 

- The August results for the Bank of Ireland Retirement Optimism Index showed that the 

Index was unchanged at 109 compared to June.  

- There was little change in the percentage of people that felt they had some financial 

preparation in place for retirement – this stood at 57% in August compared with 58% in 

June.  

- Meanwhile there was a modest improvement in the numbers that felt they could live 

comfortably in retirement from a financial perspective, from 38% in June to 39% in 

August. 

- Generally there was a positive relationship between age and income levels and 

perceived levels of comfort in retirement i.e. baby boomers and those with higher 

incomes tend to be of the view that they will be able to live comfortably in retirement.  

- However, the August data show a worrying disconnect among young people between 

their financial expectations for retirement and the retirement planning they have put in 

place thus far. For example, 46% of people under 29 answered that they felt they could 

live comfortably in retirement, despite only 24% of this group answering that they had 

some preparation in place for this phase of their life.  

 

 

 

For media queries or interview opportunities, please contact:  

Mark Leech, Media Relations Manager @ Bank of Ireland  

Tel: +353 (0)76 623 4773  

E: Mark.Leech@boi.com 
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Appendix: 

Chart 1 – Retirement Optimism Index 

 

About the Retirement Optimism Index: The Bank of Ireland Retirement Optimism Index has 

been developed to better understand how Irish people are preparing for their retirement. The 

index tracks the degree to which households feel they can live comfortably, and are prepared 

financially, for old age. This index is published every quarter.  

The Bank of Ireland Retirement Optimism Index is produced quarterly from a nationally 

representative sample of 1,000 consumers aged 16 years and above. The fieldwork is conducted 

by Ipsos MRBI, an independent research agency.  

For further information contact: 

Tom McCabe – Bank of Ireland – tom.mccabe@pb.boi.ie 

or 

Mark Leech – Bank of Ireland – Mark.Leech@boi.com 
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